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CLIMATE CHANGE AND HUMAN
MOBILITY AT A CROSSROADS

The global response to climate change and human mobility
is at a crossroads. In 2023, the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change noted that it is “more likely than not”
that global average temperatures will surpass 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels in coming years. Combined with other,
ongoing global challenges this will put States, communities and
individuals around the world under unprecedented pressure.
Human mobility will be intertwined with all dimensions of
the climate crisis over coming years and decades.

STEPPING UP ACTION ON CLIMATE
CHANGE AND HUMAN MOBILITY

An extensive array of international agreements and
frameworks attest to the urgency of addressing climate
change and human mobility together. But a step-change is
needed in the scale of action and the pace of change.

Global action on climate change and human mobility has
to be proactive and forward-looking. It has to prepare for
and anticipate the changes that are to come. And it has to
identify in advance which groups and communities will be
worst affected and are most at risk and are likely to move,
or will be unable to move, over short and long-term time
horizons. This information needs to reach policymakers,
practitioners and donors in order to inform policies, actions
and investments. And the whole process must accelerate
to quickly pilot and scale-up effective action to increase the
scope of options available to the individuals, households and
communities affected by climate change, including the most
vulnerable. There is no time to lose.

IOM is there to help: the Organization is deeply
committed to working together with diverse partners to
offer effective and innovative responses. This paper puts
forward a menu of actions which can be implemented
today, to not only address climate mobility that is already
taking place but also to better prepare for and anticipate
the impacts of climate change on the movement of people
in the future. It highlights the breadth of opportunities
which are already to hand for taking action now to prepare
for tomorrow.

The actions proposed cover a three-pronged
approach to tackle climate mobility comprehensively. This
includes, first of all, solutions for people to move, promoting
migration as adaptation to climate change and ensuring
that those who choose to move can do so in a safe,

HARNESSING MIGRATION FOR A BETTER FUTURE: TOWARDS EFFECTIVE ACTION ON CLIMATE MOBILITY

Cross-cutting
approaches

Broad-based partnerships

Evidence-based policymaking and action

Targeted approaches and focus on the most vulnerable

Develop estimates of population exposure to slow
onset climate effects, such as rising sea levels, to
inform comprehensive frameworks for planned
relocation

Undertake surveys to understand which individuals,
groups and communities would consider mobility as
a form of adaptation to future climate change

Integrate climate-related human mobility in national
climate change and development policies, plans and
programming

In disaster situations, regularize migrants who are in
an irregular situation, in line with national laws

Develop, implement and scale up targeted skills
training in affected communities for better future
outcomes

Develop and implement regional transhumance
frameworks to create long-term structures allowing
people to move in the future, while facilitating
livelihoods

Develop city growth and development strategic
planning mechanisms which prepare for expansion
driven by future internal and international mobility

Employ long-term strategic foresight to unpack how
regional free movement protocols and frameworks
contribute to climate change adaptation

@ Technical capacity

Actions

Integrate migration into early warning mechanisms
relating to disasters, extreme weather and food
insecurity

Invest in multisectoral and multidisciplinary data
and evidence mechanisms to trace the drivers of
crises and displacement and their impact on
vulnerable groups

Develop inter-agency and multi-partner working
groups linking evidence to humanitarian planning
and action

Integrate climate risks into humanitarian response
and related policies, plans and programming

Collaborate with relevant stakeholders at local,
national and regional levels for policy coherence

Establish non-return policies for migrants, to be
activated when their countries are experiencing
disasters

Prepare mechanisms to grant, expedite, or waive
visas and other entry requirements in situations of
future disasters

Ensure protection and assistance for disaster
displaced persons, when needed, and promote
durable solutions

Foundational elements

Sustainable resourcing

orderly and regular manner, whilst enhancing the positive
impacts of their mobility for themselves, their families
and communities of origin and destination. This involves
integrating more strategic and humane mobility policies
into regional and national adaptation plans. Secondly,
there is a set of solutions for people on the move, ensuring
that those who have moved are provided with necessary
support and assistance, including through comprehensive
humanitarian programming. Finally, there are solutions
supporting people to stay by offering options for remaining
in areas of origin in a dignified manner and reducing
forced displacement. These three avenues of action are

interlinked, for example positive impacts of migration can

be a powerful factor in enabling in situ adaptation and
reducing forced displacement.

PRECONDITIONS FOR SUCCESS

However, delivery requires greater technical capacity and
sustainable resources. Existing climate funding arrangements
rarely consider issues of mobility. Investors, including the
private sector, need to support forward-looking and
innovative solutions that will create change where it is most
needed. Climate finance must have human mobility integrated

throughout. As States discuss modalities to create a new

» Produce risk assessments and analysis related to
human mobility and future climate change

P Strengthen local disaster risk reduction capacities
to prevent and respond to future crises

P Undertake systematic evidence collection and
horizon scanning to assess trends in vulnerability
and need in climate change affected locations

P Facilitate participation of migrants, displaced
person, diasporas and communities in all climate
action

P Identify opportunities to enable diasporas to
contribute to climate action, such as through
green diaspora bonds, skills exchanges and
capacity-building

P Facilitate the reintegration of returning migrants via
“green reintegration” packages

» Develop climate resilient infrastructure in the face
of natural hazards or in post-crisis reconstruction

P Build scenarios of impacts of climate change on
mobile and immobile populations and use them to
inform long-term planning of resilient governance
systems

» Develop sustainable climate livelihoods for at risk
populations

fund for loss and damage, there is an historic opportunity
to embed climate mobility into the mechanism from the
outset and thereby to provide the much-needed impetus
for climate mobility action in countries that are particularly
vulnerable to the adverse effects of climate change.

Global cooperation and partnerships must continue
and expand across different sectors and among diverse
stakeholders, with the inclusion of migrants and local
communities most vulnerable to climate change. The
international community needs to come together to harness
the power of migration for effective climate response and

for climate resilient development before time runs out.
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