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The World Migration Report (WMR), IOM’s flagship publication, meets an ongoing 
need for governments, academia and other practitioners with a serious interest 
in migration to be kept abreast of trends in international migration -both at global 
and regional levels-, emerging policy issues and developments in policy formulation. 
The first World Migration Report in 2000 responded to a specific need expressed 
by the IOM Membership for state-of-the-art information and documentation on 
international migration.

Le Rapport Etat de la migration dans le monde, la publication phare de l’OIM, 
répond au besoin constant des gouvernements, des milieux universitaires et 
d’autres praticiens s’intéressant sérieusement à la migration d’être tenus informés 
des tendances de la migration internationale à l’échelle mondiale et régionale, des 
questions politiques émergentes et des faits nouveaux en matière de formulation 
des politiques. La première édition du Rapport, en 2000, est parue en réponse à la 
demande expresse des Etats Membres de l’OIM de disposer d’informations et de 
rapports les plus récents sur la migration internationale.

El Informe sobre las Migraciones en el Mundo, la publicación emblemática de la 
OIM, responde a la necesidad constante de gobiernos, representantes académicos 
y otros especialistas realmente interesados en la migración, de mantenerse al tanto 
de las tendencias de la migración –tanto a escala regional como mundial– y de las 
novedades y planteamientos en materia de política y de formulación de políticas. La 
primera edición titulada Informe sobre las Migraciones en el Mundo 2000 se publicó 
habida cuenta de la necesidad concreta y manifiesta de los Estados Miembros de 
la OIM de contar con la información y documentación más reciente, exhaustiva y 
vanguardista sobre migración internacional.
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World Migration Report 2018

364 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-742-9 
ISSN 1561-5502

WORLD MIGRATION 
REPORT 2018 

Since 2000, IOM has been producing world migration reports. This World 
Migration Report 2018, the ninth in the world migration report series, 
has been produced to contribute to increased understanding of migration 
throughout the world.

It presents key data and information on migration as well as thematic chapters 
on highly topical migration issues, and is structured to focus on two key 
contributions for readers: Part I: key information on migration and migrants 
(including migration-related statistics); and Part II: balanced, evidence-based 
analysis of complex and emerging migration issues.

https://publications.iom.int/books/world-migration-report-2018
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World Migration Report 2018 
(Arabic)

363 pages/Arabic
E-ISBN 978-92-9068-765-8 

Etat de la migration dans le monde 
2018

400 pages/French
E-ISBN 978-92-9068-761-0
 ETAT DE LA MIGRATION

DANS LE MONDE 2018 

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_ar.pdf
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Informe sobre las Migraciones en el 
Mundo 2018

404 pages/Spanish 
ISSN 1561-5502
ISBN 978-92-9068-762-7
E-ISBN 978-92-9068-766-5

World Migration Report 2018 
(Chinese)

358 pages/Chinese 
ISSN 1561-5502
ISBN 978-92-9068-762-7
E-ISBN 978-92-9068-766-5

https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_sp.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_ch.pdf
https://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2018_sp.pdf
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World Migration Report 2015 –
Migrants and Cities: New 
Partnerships to Manage Mobility

227 pages/English 
ISBN 978-92-9068-709-2
ISSN 1561-5502 
USD 60

The World Migration Report 2015: Migrants and Cities, New Partnerships 
to Manage Mobility – the eighth report in IOM’s World Migration Report 
(WMR) series – focuses on how migration and migrants are shaping cities and 
how the life of migrants is shaped by cities, their people, organizations and 
rules. Over 54 per cent of people across the globe were living in urban areas 
in 2014. The number of people living in cities will almost double to some 
6.4 billion by 2050, turning much of the world into a global city. Human 
mobility and migration play an important part in this but are largely missing 
from the global debate on urbanization. Many city and local governments also 
still do not include migration or migrants in their urban development planning 
and implementation. The report aims to address this gap by considering 
migration as a defining factor alongside climate change, population growth, 
demographic change and economic crisis in shaping sustainable cities of the 
future.

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/wmr2015_en.pdf
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Etat de la migration dans le monde 
2015 –  Les migrants et les villes : 
de nouveaux partenariats pour 
gérer la mobilité
241 pages/Français
ISBN 978-92-9068-710-8
ISSN 1020-8453

The World Migration Report 2015 
contributes to the global debate on 
migration and urbanization in three 
ways:

• The report takes migration 
enquiries to the city level 
and helps improve our 
understanding of the local 
political economies of migration, 
and highlights the close 
connection between migration 
and urban development. Much 
of the current discussion about 
migration trends and migration 
policy tends to focus on the 
national level.

• The report draws attention to 
the livelihood of migrants in 
the cities of the Global South. 
The existing discussions on 
migrants and cities are inclined 
to concentrate primarily on 
the Global North and the 
integration of international 
migrants.

• The report examines both 
internal and international 
migration. Cities across the 
development spectrum have 
increasingly mobile and diverse 
populations to manage.

While acknowledging the vast 
differences between international 
and internal migration scenarios, 
and between the capacities of 

Informe sobre las Migraciones 
en el Mundo 2015 –  Los 
migrantes y las ciudades: 
Nuevas colaboraciones para 
gestionar la movilidad
247 pages/Español 
ISBN 978-92-9068-711-5
ISSN 1020-9026

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2015_fr.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/wmr2015_sp.pdf
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World Migration Report 
2015 – Migrants and Cities: 
New Partnerships to Manage 
Mobility
276 pages/Russian
ISSN 1020-8453

World Migration Report 
2015 – Migrants and Cities: 
New Partnerships to Manage 
Mobility
228 pages/Chinese
ISSN 010-65611040 
ISBN 010-65611040

various countries to deal with these, 
the report highlights the growing 
evidence of potential benefits of all 
forms of migration and mobility for city 
growth and development. It showcases 
innovative ways in which migration and 
urbanization policies can be better 
designed for the benefit of migrants and 
cities.

Contents
The first two chapters of the report 
set out the main trends in cities and 
migration, examine the various urban 
settings which have experienced recent 
growth of internal or international or 
even both types of migration flows, 
and highlight the diversifying migration 
flows. Chapter 3 looks at aspects 
of urban vulnerabilities in general – 
livelihood and mobility strategies, 
barriers to accessing resources and 
specific forms of vulnerabilities, as they 
affect the populations most at risk 
including migrant women. Chapter 4 
explores how urbanization and new 
mobility patterns can contribute to 
urban poverty reduction, growth and 
development and enhance migrant well-
being. Chapter 5 studies some of the 
urban governance conditions for migrant 
inclusion and partnerships. Finally, the 
last chapter draws conclusions and 
makes recommendations for future 
initiatives to develop migrant-inclusive 
urban governance, with reference to 
the inclusion of migration in the post-
2015 global sustainable development 
framework.

World Migration Report 2015 – Migrants and Cities: New Partnerships to Manage Mobility
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/shi_jie_yi_min_bao_gao_2015.pdf
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In 2013, a second High-level Dialogue on International Migration and 
Development (HLD) will be held, presenting the international community 
with a critical opportunity to focus its attention on how to make migration 
work for development and poverty reduction. The HLD takes place at an 
important time, as the international community is seeking to formulate a 
new agenda for global development as we approach the target year of the 
Millennium Development Goals in 2015.

The World Migration Report 2013 contributes to the global debate on 
migration and development in three ways: First, the focus of the report is 
on the migrant, and on how migration affects a person’s well-being. Many 
reports on migration and development focus on the impact of remittances: 
the money that migrants send back home. This report takes a different 
approach, exploring how migration affects a person’s quality of life and their 
human development across a broad range of dimensions. Second, the report

draws upon the findings of a unique source of data – the Gallup World Poll 
surveys, conducted in more than 150 countries, to assess the well-being of 
migrants worldwide for the first time. Third, the report sheds new light on 
how migrants rate their lives, whether they live in a highincome country in the 
North, or a low or middle income country in the South. Traditionally the focus 
has been on those migrating from lower income countries to more affluent 
ones; this report considers movements in all four migration pathways and 

World Migration Report 2013 –
Migrant Well-being and 
Development

220 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-668-2
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 40

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2013_en.pdf
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their implications for development 
i.e. migration from the South to 
North, between countries of the 
South or between countries of the 
North, as well as movements from 
the North to the South.  

The first three chapters of the 
World Migration Report 2013 
provide an introduction to the 
chosen theme ‘Migrant Well-being 
and Development’, present the 
current global migration situation 
across four migration pathways 
and review existing research on 
the emerging field of happiness and 
subjective well-being. 

Chapter four presents original 
findings on migrant well-being from 
the Gallup World Poll, looking at 
outcomes on six core dimensions of 
well-being across the four migration 
pathways.

The final part draws conclusions 
and makes recommendations 
for future initiatives to monitor 
migrant wellbeing and the impact 
of migration on development, 
with reference to the inclusion of 
migration in the post-2015 global 
development framework.

Etat de la migration dans le
monde 2013 : Le bien-être des 
migrants et le développement
228 pages/Français
ISBN 978-92-9068-669-9

Informe sobre las 
Migraciones en el Mundo 
2013 – El Bienestar de los 
Migrantes y el Desarrollo
228 páginas/Español
ISBN 978-92-9068-670-5

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2013_fr_0.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2013_sp.pdf
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The recent global economic crisis has highlighted the resilience of migration 
and further confirmed that human mobility forms an integral part of our 
globalized world. Migration is one of the ways in which the exchange of talent, 
services, skills and a diversity of experience is achieved. Yet migration remains 
politically sensitive and governments face the difficult task of dispelling the 
misunderstandings surrounding it. Indeed, misinformation and misperception 
can trigger a vicious cycle which influences government policy, and in turn, 
perpetuates negative attitudes in mass media and the community at large. 
Policies and political discourse can therefore play a major role in shaping 
the image of migrants in home and host societies. Communicating effectively 
about migrants and migration policy to the wider public remains one of the 
biggest challenges governments in countries of origin and destination face.

The World Migration Report 2011 presents available evidence on public 
perceptions and attitudes regarding migration globally. It analyses the way in 
which they are shaped and how they can influence and be influenced by policy 
as well as the media. Furthermore, the media’s role in communicating opinions, 
reporting trends and framing migration discourse is analysed. Examples of good 
practice in communicating a positive and balanced image of migrants among 
government, civil society and the media are also included. Finally, the report 
suggests several ways to improve communication about migration in order to 
promote a better understanding and recognition of the benefits of migration, 
more evidence-based policymaking and effective engagement with migrants 

World Migration Report 2011:
Communicating Effectively about
Migration

184 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-619-4
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 49
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themselves. These include: building 
an open, balanced and de-politicized 
migration discourse; promoting a 
new proactive debate rather than one 
reactive to the dominant discourse; 
directly addressing the publics’ 
issues of concern to avoid migrant 
scapegoating; collaborating with 
the media to support balanced and 
accurate media reporting based on 
available evidence; and acknowledging 
migrants as active communication 
agents who participate directly in the 
public debate about migration.

Part A of the World Migration Report 
2011 addresses this year’s chosen 
theme: Communicating Effectively 
about Migration. It also analyses 
major migration trends in 2010/2011 
offering an overview of developments 
in policy, legislation, international 
cooperation and dialogue on 
migration at the global and regional 
level.

In celebration of IOM’s 60th 
Anniversary, Part B reviews the 
evolution of IOM’s approach to 
migration management and the 
diversification of its programmatic 
activities since the end of the Cold 
War. It also presents a statistical 
overview of IOM’s programmes and 
projects over the last decade.

Etat de la Migration dans
le Monde 2011 - Bien
communiquer sur la 
migration
192 pages/Français
ISBN 978-92-9068-620-0

Informe sobre las Migraciones
en el Mundo 2011 - Comunicar
Eficazmente sobre la Migración
200 páginas/Español
ISBN 978-92-9068-621-7

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2011_french.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr2011_spanish.pdf
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Migration is a constant and dynamic phenomenon increasingly requiring 
diversified policy intervention in order to maximize its potential benefits and 
minimize related costs for both countries of origin and destination as well as 
migrants themselves. Better knowledge and enhanced capacities in different 
policy areas are essential to ensure the protection of migrants, the

facilitation of legal migration, the integration of migrants into the country 
of destination, the support for sustainable voluntary return and the greater 
interlinking between migration and development.

The challenge remains in translating improved understandings into policy 
and practice on the ground. State capacities around the world for managing 
migration are limited. Legal frameworks may need to be updated or overhauled 
to focus on new areas of migration, or to handle new influxes or outflows 
of migrants; staff working on the front line may need equipment, training 
and support; civil society and migrants themselves may not be adequately 
integrated into the process of data-gathering and making and implementing 
policy; vulnerability factors and health risks inherent to the migration process 
need to be better understood and addressed.

World Migration Report 2010 -
The Future of Migration: Building
Capacities for Change
290 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-590-6
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 60
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the benefits of migration, more 
evidence-based policymaking and 
effective engagement with migrants 
themselves. These include: building 
an open, balanced and de-politicized 
migration discourse; promoting a 
new proactive debate rather than one 
reactive to the dominant discourse; 
directly addressing the publics’ 
issues of concern to avoid migrant 
scapegoating; collaborating with 
the media to support balanced and 
accurate media reporting based on 
available evidence; and acknowledging 
migrants as active communication 
agents who participate directly in the 
public debate about migration.

Part A of the World Migration 
Report 2011 addresses this year’s 
chosen theme: Communicating 
Effectively about Migration. It also 
analyses major migration trends in 
2010/2011 offering an overview of 
developments in policy, legislation, 
international cooperation and 
dialogue on migration at the global 
and regional level.

In celebration of IOM’s 60th 
Anniversary, Part B reviews the 
evolution of IOM’s approach to 
migration management and the 
diversification of its programmatic 
activities since the end of the Cold 
War. It also presents a statistical 
overview of IOM’s programmes and 
projects over the last decade.

Etat de la migration dans 
le monde 2010 - L’avenir 
des migrations : Renforcer 
les capacités face aux 
changements
295 pages/Français
ISBN 978-92-9068-591-3

Informe sobre las migraciones 
en el mundo 2010 - El Futuro 
de la Migración: Creación de 
Capacidades para el Cambio
299 páginas/Español
ISBN 978-92-9068-592-0

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2010_french.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2010_spanish.pdf
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The task of formulating workable approaches to the management of 
international migration remains a formidable challenge for the community, 
one that will require both time and effort over the coming years. In what 
terms are we to develop comprehensive migration management strategies 
that will help us achieve coherence of action? What organizing principles 
should be adopted? Is there, in conceptual terms, a point of leverage to move 
the debate forward?

Part of the problem lies in the difficulty of coming to a consensus about the 
fundamental nature of migration and its outcomes. Underlying the current 
and welcome inclination to acknowledge the potentially beneficial outcomes 
of migratory phenomena are many questions that are yet to be fully resolved.

In the midst of that uncertainty there are suggestions worth exploring that 
contemporary migration – as opposed to whatever its historical antecedents 
may have been – is uniquely related to and defined by those processes of 
economic and social integration collectively known as globalization. The 
argument is that, whether by design or not, these developments are largely 
responsible for the creation of an unprecedented context in which human 
mobility seeks to find expression on a genuinely global scale.

World Migration Report 2008:
Managing Labour Mobility in the 
Evolving Global Economy

562 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-405-3
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 80

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_1.pdf
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Etat de la migration dans le 
monde 2008: Gestion de la 
mobilité de la main d’oeuvre 
dans une économie mondiale 
en mutation
599  pages/Français
ISBN 978-92-9068-572-2

Informe sobre las migraciones en 
el mundo 2008: La gestión de la 
movilidad laboral en una economía 
mundial en plena evolución
599 páginas/Español
ISBN 978-92-9068-570-8

The World Migration Report 2008 
tackles this issue directly and seeks 
to identify policy options that might 
contribute to the development of 
broad and coherent strategies to 
better match demand for migrant 
workers with supply in safe, humane 
and orderly ways.

Part A of the Report explores the 
nature and magnitude of the need 
for such strategies through the 
observation and analysis of a wide 
range of contemporary migratory 
patterns linked to economic 
purposes while Part B discusses 
the contours of possible policy 
responses.

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr08_fr_1.pdf
http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr08_sp.pdf


WORLD MIGRATION REPORT 17

Where are people migrating today and why? What are the implications for 
the world’s developing and industrialized economies? And what are the key 
issues facing policy makers in migrant origin, destination, and transit countries?

World Migration 2005 analyses the effects of globalization, trade liberalization, 
economic integration and the widening gap between rich and poor nations 
on migration flows. It looks at the impact of the world’s 185 million migrants 
and their potential contribution to socioeconomic development and cultural 
enrichment both at home and abroad. And it identifies the multidimensional 
migration management policies needed by governments to create the optimal 
return to both migrants and society, while minimizing the abuses associated 
with irregular migration.

World Migration Report 2005:
Costs and Benefits of International
Migration

500 pages/English
ISBN 92-9068-209-4
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 80

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2005_3.pdf
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Based on the comprehensive collection and interpretation of available data, 
IOM’s second World Migration Report presents one of the most complete 
records of reference data and background analysis on population movements.

Published in June 2003, this report is organized around the core theme of 
migration management. Policy responses to specific migration issues are 
discussed in a series of essays with varying geographical and thematic focus.

Preceding the thematic section, a general section introduces the reader to 
the basics of international migration issues and provides regional updates on 
trends that have occurred since the publication of the previous report. Maps 
and graphs and a separate statistics section support the updates on migration 
trends and policies.

World Migration Report 2003:
Managing Migration - Challenges 
and Responses for People on the 
Move

400 pages/English
ISBN 92-9068-144-6
ISSN 1561-5502
USD 60

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2003_1.pdf
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The purpose of the World Migration Report is to provide an authoritative 
account of contemporary trends, issues, and problems in the field of 
international migration. For the first time, a comprehensive review of trends 
in international migration in each major region of the world is presented 
together with a discussion of some of the main migration policy issues now 
facing the international community.

The book is divided into two parts. The first examines the scale of migration 
and characteristics of international migrants, the types of movements now 
underway, the factors that contribute to migration, the global context in which 
these movements occur, and the policy issues associated with these trends. 
The second part reviews migration trends and recent policy developments 
in major migration regions of the world. In nine separate regional chapters, 
trends in immigration and emigration are examined along with such key issues 
as the integration of migrants, the consequences of irregular migration, and 
the extent of interregional cooperation between states.

World Migration Report 2000
209 pages/English
ISBN 929068089X
USD 39

http://publications.iom.int/system/files/pdf/wmr_2000_edited_0.pdf
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