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When natural disasters strike populated areas, the toll in human lives,
infrastructure and economic activities can be devastating and long-lasting.
The psychological effects can be just as debilitating, instilling fear and
discouragement in the affected populations. But, adversity also brings forth
the strongest and best in human beings, and reveals initiatives, capacities and
courage not perceived before. How is development undermined by natural
disasters, what is the effect on migrants and migratory flows and what is the
role of migration in mitigating some of the worst effects of natural calamities?
This paper explores how the advent of a natural disaster interplays with the
migration-development nexus by reviewing the impact of the Indian Ocean
Tsunami on migration issues in three affected countries; Indonesia, Sri Lanka,
and Thailand.

This paper focuses on three particular aspects of how natural disasters interplay
with the migration/development dynamic: (a) Impact of natural disasters on
migrant communities, in particular heightened vulnerabilities and lack of
access to humanitarian/development assistance; (b) Effect of natural disasters
on migratory flows into and out of affected areas due to socio-economic
changes which undermine pre-disaster development levels, (c) Diaspora
response and support in the aftermath of disaster and the degree to which this
can offset losses and bolster “re-development”.

IOM • OIM

The Migration
Research
Series

ISSN 1607-338X
US$ 16.00

Launched in 2000, IOM’s Migration Research Series (MRS) is designed
to provide a quick means to share the results of research studies
carried out by IOM’s Research Unit in Geneva, IOM Country Offices,
and external experts working in areas of particular interest to the
IOM.
Volumes are released on an ad hoc basis and address a broad range of
topical and emerging migration issues appealing to diverse audiences.
As of 2013, there are 45 publications in the series. The MRS is managed
by the Migration Research Division, based in Geneva.
More information on the Migration Research Series can be
found at http://publications.iom.int/bookstore/index.php?main_
page=index&cPath=2_3.

ISSN 1607–338X (English)
ISSN 1994–4527X (French)
ISSN 1998–7587X (Spanish)
USD 16 • 16 dollars E.-U. • 16 dólares EE.UU.

July 2014

MRS N°1 - Myths and Realities of
Chinese Irregular Migration (2000)
44 pages/English
Available for pdf download
The Migration Research Series (MRS) presents the
findings of research projects managed by IOM’s Research
Unit in Geneva, and studies prepared by IOM staff and its
field offices. The series is designed to bring the results of
policy-relevant migration research to the attention of a
broader audience more quickly than would be possible
in academic journals and books.

MRS N°2 - Combating Trafficking in South-East Asia: A
Review of Policy and Programme Responses (2000)
86 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The Migration Research Series (MRS) presents the
findings of research projects managed by IOM’s Research
Unit in Geneva, and studies prepared by IOM staff and its
field offices. The series is designed to bring the results of
policy-relevant migration research to the attention of a
broader audience more quickly than would be possible
in academic journals and books.
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MRS N°3 - The Role of Regional Consultative Processes
in Managing International Migration (2001)
56 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Over the past ten years, there has been a significant
increase in the number of regional consultative processes
focusing on migration. These non-binding fora bring
representatives of states, civil society and international
organizations together at the regional level to discuss
migration-related issues in a cooperative manner.
Although regional processes are increasingly mentioned
in policy or academic literature, there are few studies on the workings and
achievements of the processes themselves. This paper seeks to rectify this omission
by providing a comprehensive overview of regional consultative processes, their
course of developement, what it is they have to offer and why they have so rapidly
grown in number.
Governments increasingly support regional consultative processes to address
migration issues and are working ever more closely with each other under the
auspices of such meetings. Regional consultative processes are partly a response to
the growing complexity and diversity of international migration. Their emergence
attests to the importance that governments attach to a regional approach to
migration management.
This reports outlines eleven regional consultative processes and investigates the
development and achievements of four in depth. The report tentatively suggests
that the development of regional consultative processes can be understood in
terms of a four-stage model.
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MRS N°4 - The Return and Reintegration of Rejected
Asylum Seekers and Irregular Migrants (2001)
56 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
There is a new willingness in a growing number
of European countries to adopt a more innovative
approach to returning rejected asylum-seekers and
irregular migrants, through trying more explicitly to link
return with reintegration and development assistance.
Some countries, such as France, the Netherlands and
Switzerland, are already piloting such policies; others,
such as Denmark, Sweden and the UK, have shown a new willingness at least to
contemplate them. This report compares the experiences of a selection of existing
assisted return programmes for rejected asylum-seekers and irregular migrants,
and draws lessons from them for future programmes. Specifically, the report
focuses on three aspects: programme implementation, the targeting of assistance,
and evaluation. In each case it analyses the experiences of existing programmes,
and then makes recommendations for best practice in the future.
MRS N°5 - Harnessing the Potential of Migration and
Return to Promote Development (2001)
47 pages/English
Available for pdf download
This paper provides a state-of-the-art literature review
and is intended to stimulate discussions around some
of the most salient issues concerning the relationship
between migration, return, and development. It outlines
the operational framework and research strategy that
will be used to investigate this relationship in an ongoing
research project focused on West Africa.
The report first presents an overview of the contemporary trends in international
migration, or more precisely intercontinental migration, regarding this geographical
region. It then discusses the consequences that such migration s can have on
domestic labour markets, the effects of migrant remittances, and the brain drain
phenomenon. The return of migrants is addressed in a separate section because
this part of the migration process deserves special attention if a better understand
of the migration process is sought. The developmental impacts of potential capital
transfers occurring with return, and particularly the transfer of financial, human
and social capital, are discussed in the subsequent section. Finally, the last section
of this paper presents elements for a meso-level approach to study these issues
in order to achieve an improved understanding of the highly complex relationship
between international migration, return and development.
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MRS N°6 - Recent Trends in Chinese Migration to
Europe: Fujianese Migration in Perspective (2002)
57 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The June 2000 Dover tragedy, in which 58 Chinese
nationals died while being smuggled into the United
Kingdom, alerted the general public, as well as policy
makers, to issues relating to Chinese migration into
Europe. However, the fact that over one million Chinese
nationals already live in Europe, and that Chinese
migration benefits both Europe and China, have received less attention in the
media and in ongoing policy debate. What is lacking is a balanced understanding of
the dynamics of Chinese migration to Europe.
This report presents recent findings of the principal trends in Chinese migration
to Europe, with detailed discussions on the particular characteristics of Fujianese
flows. It also demonstrates that migrants from the central and western parts of
the Fujian province represent changing migration patterns, in which Chinese from
various areas and backgrounds are creating new emigration trends with diversified
destinations. In fact, these new migrants are frequently receiving professional
assistance in the migration process.This report identifies the principal gaps in the
knowledge of Chinese migration to Europe and suggests future areas of research. It
also considers relevant policy implications of these recent research findings.
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MRS N°7 - Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation:
The Case of the Russian Federation (2002)
68 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Trafficking in human being is a most serious and
growing problem in the Russian Federation, and one
that is misunderstood, barely acknowledged and
easily tolerated. Trafficking in women is a multibillion
dollar industry and a key source of revenue for Russian
organized crime groups.
This sturdy shows that the trafficking of women from the Russian Federation occurs
on a global scale. Russian women are known to have been trafficked to between 40
and 50 countries worldwide, including most European countries, North American
and parts of Asia and the Middle East. Trafficking also occurs within Russia itself.
The US State Department estimates that more than 100,000 women were trafficked
from the countries of the former Soviet Union in 1997 alone.

MRS N°8 - The Migration-Development Nexus:
Evidence and Policy Options (2002)
51 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The Migration Research Series (MRS) presents the
findings of research projects managed by IOM’s Research
Unit in Geneva, and studies prepared by IOM staff and its
field offices. The series is designed to bring the results of
policy-relevant migration research to the attention of a
broader audience more quickly than would be possible in
academic journals and books.
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MRS N°9 - A Review of Data on Trafficking
in the Republic of Korea (2002)
86 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The US Trafficking in Persons Report (July 2001) included
South Korea among 23 countries that, in the eyes of
the US State Department, failed to meet minimum
standards in attempting to stop the trafficking in human
beings (mostly women and children) who are exploited
as prostitutes or placed in low-paying jobs with abusive
employers.
While the Report mentioned the “trafficking” of South Korean women to Japan or
to the West, as well as instances of Chinese women trafficked via South Korea to
the West, it failed to notice that South Korea itself a receiving country of trafficked
women from countries such as the Philippines, the Russian Federation and other
nations of the former Soviet Union.
This IOM report is the first English language survey on trafficking into South Korea
that systematically presents relevant data and research findings on this serious
and growing phenomenon. In approaching this sensitive and difficult issue, it
takes a balanced approach by including both the South Korean Governenment’s
responses to the above Trafficking in Persons report, as well as the viewpoints of
South Korean NGOs. English translations of trafficking-related laws in South Korea
are also included.
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MRS N°10 - Moroccan Migration Dynamics:
Prospects for the Future (2002)
106 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Well over one million Moroccan nationals are officially resident
in the 15 Member States of the European Union, and many
more live and work there, without valid documents. While
the countries north of the Mediterranean Basin need labour
immigrants, those striving to cross from the southern shores
vastly outnumber any of the available legal opportunities to
migrate. This plays into the hands of smugglers and traffickers,
and the resulting clandestine sea passages in overcrowded and dilapidated vessels have
proved fatal for thousands of irregular migrants. This report, compiled by the Netherlands
Interdisciplinary Demographic Institute (NIDI) focuses on migration dynamics between
Morocco and the European Union. Based on an extensive survey of 2,500 Moroccan
households in five provinces in Morocco as well as in five Spanish regions, the study analyses
the reasons for migration and identifies social, economic and regional policy issues that need
to be addressed in order to moderate the existing migration pressure. The report also offers
some explanations as to why the actual amount of migrants is significantly lower than the
number of those who express such an intention. The study is part of the larger “Push and
Pull” research project on migration from the southern and eastern Mediterranean region
and from sub-Saharan Africa to the European Union, conducted by NIDI and Eurostat, the
statistical office of the European Commission.

MRS N°11 - Journeys of Jeopardy: A Review of Research
on Trafficking in Women and Children in Europe (2002)
69 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
In this report, Professor Elizabeth Kelly assesses the current
state of knowledge on the trafficking of women and children
in Europe. She concludes that despite the growing interest
and concern, information on the scale of trafficking, the
methods used, and the most effective means to counter
it, remains limited. To advance our current knowledge,
Professor Kelly identifies a number of priorities for further
research, including on the structure of and the methods used by criminal groups, on
state compliance with relevant international law, and an evaluation of the effectiveness
of counter-trafficking initiatives. This report was presented at the European Conference
on Preventing and Combating Trafficking in Human Beings: A Global Challenge for
the 21st Century, held under the auspices of IOM and the European Commission, in
September 2002 in Brussels, Belgium.
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MRS N°12 - Irregular Migration in Turkey (2003)
104 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Situated at the crossroads of trade and travel routes linking
East and West, Turkey has always been a key junction for
many types of migratory movements, whether by land or
sea. During the last decades, millions of Turkish migrant
workers have left their country to work abroad, but
recently Turkey has itself become a destination country
for labour migration, and a major transit country for
West-bound irregular migration. The increasing illegal
transit migration poses growing challenges to Turkish Government. This report is
based on a wide range of materials gathered from transit migrants themselves,
from Turkish migration authorities and, uniquely, from people smugglers. Owing to
its wide approach, the study casts light on the realities and motivations of migrants,
on the illegal smuggling business, and discusses the needs for continuing migration
policy development in cooperation with western European countries.
MRS N°13 - Bordering on Control: A Comparison of
Measures to Combat Irregular Migration in North
America and Europe (2003)
108 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The objective of this monograph is to review the costeffectiveness of both external and internal migrationcontrol instruments in selected countries. In 2002, five
industrial countries - the US, Canada, Germany, the
Netherlands and the UK - spent about USD 17 billion to
enforce immigration laws and to care for asylum-seekers,
about two-thirds as much as they provided in Official Development Assistance. It
may be argued that if countries targeted by irregular migration flows were to foster
trade, investment and aid in the countries of origin, migration pressures could be
expected to gradually decline, though programmes to promote local socioeconomic
development able to encourage potential migrants to remain in their home
countries can yield neither predictable nor quick results. There are no easy ways
to narrow the gap between migration management objectives and the actual
results achieved. The key to success posits the setting of realistic goals, coordinated
migration management within and across countries and the continuing monitoring
and revision of appropriate policy instruments since migrants, smugglers and
others involved in the migration system tend to adjust their tactics and strategies
very rapidly to such changes.
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MRS N°14 - Migration and Development:
A Perspective from Asia (2003)
42 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The study makes a contribution to the newly emerged
debate on migration and development. The paper is
divided into three sections: The first focuses on the
financial flows associated with international migration.
The second section is concerned with diasporas and how
these can be mobilized to the extent that they benefit the
communities of origin. The final part draws a number of conclusions on the impact
of migration on poverty. In the first part, Graeme Hugo goes through research
findings asking if remittances have any serious impact on redistribution of wealth
from North to South, examining the effects at aggregate, regional and community
levels as well as on household welfare. He also points out that in some cases the
share of money transfers sent through official channels is strikingly low, as according
to estimates, in Pakistan only USD 1 billion, out of a total of 8–10 billion would
be remitted through official channels.Hugo goes on showing how recent research
proves that the consequences of the outflow of human capital for less developed
countries are not always negative but more complex. This paper shows how several
Asian countries have been able to mobilize their diasporas to benefit development
in the countries of origin.
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MRS N°15 - Is Trafficking in Human Beings Demand
Driven? A Multi-Country Pilot Study (2003)
52 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This pilot research stems for the ASEM Action Plan to
Combat Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and
Children (2001), that has stressed the need to encourage
research on the demand for the most common forms
of exploitation of trafficked women and children. The
multi-country study assessed attitudes of employers of
domestic workers in Sweden, Thailand, India and Italy and clients of sex workers in
Denmark, Thailand, India and Italy. The report suggests that three related factors
are key to explaining the exploitative conditions experienced by many migrant
domestic and sex workers: (a) The unregulated nature of the labour market
segments in which they work; (b) the abundant supply of exploitable labour and
(c) the power and malleability of social norms regulating the behaviour of employers
and clients. The continued expansion of any unregulated market is likely to require
and facilitate the exploitation of vulnerable labour. Both paid sex and domestic
work are peculiar market segments in the sense that there is both political and
social unease regarding those who buy and sell in them as workers or consumers/
employers. In both sex and domestic work, the absence of effective regulation is
one of the factors that help to create an environment in which it is possible and
profitable to use unfree labour.
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MRS N°16 - Migration from Latin America to Europe:
Trends and Policy Challenges (2004)
74 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Migration to Europe from Latin American and the Caribbean
(LAC) has grown rapidly over the last decade. Most of the
flows are directed towards southern European countries,
although other European countries have also seen
significant increases. Widespread poverty and economic
hardship caused by the recession in LAC, together with the
tightening of visa regimes in the United States following
11 September 2001, have been a major contributing cause of increased flows.
The most recent data in major destination countries, such as Spain, show that
the largest increases occurred over the past two to three years. The existence of
what is now a significant LAC diaspora in Europe may itself be a driving force for
further migration, and flows are likely to continue increasing in the future. The
demographic profile of LAC migrants in Europe shows a young population with high
rates of labour force participation, relatively high levels of education and strong
remitting behaviour.
LAC migration is highly feminized, with women constituting over half of all LAC
migrants. Irregular LAC migration is significant and human trafficking also causes
serious concerns. As Europe seeks to recruit increasing numbers of highly skilled
migrants, including from the LAC region, concern over brain drain from those
regions is also rising. Within the context of strengthened LAC-EU cooperation,
rising migrant flows represent both opportunities and challenges for policymakers.
In particular, given the EU Commission’s proposal in November 2000 to abandon
zero immigration policies and to enhance cooperation and partnerships with third
countries, a strengthened dialogue on migration issues between EU and LAC is
warranted. In this connection, the effective integration of migration considerations
into the ongoing development cooperation activities will be critical to ensure
successful outcomes.
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MRS N°17 - The Development Potential of
Zimbabweans in the Diaspora: A Survey of
Zimbabweans Living in the UK and South Africa (2005)
96 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This report draws on findings from a survey of 1,000
Zimbabweans living in the United Kingdom and South
Africa. It examines the education and employment
skills base of respondents on arrival in either the
United Kingdom or South Africa and their educational
qualifications and employment at the time of the survey.
Transnational activities are explored, including the sending of economic and other
remittances. There is a great deal of interest in participating in skills exchanges to
Zimbabwe and/or to contributing to development-related activities. This report
finds strong linkages with Zimbabwe and other Zimbabweans in the diaspora and
an interest in return migration.

MRS N°18 - Dynamics of Remittance Utilization
in Bangladesh (2005)
96 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Every year some 200,000 or more Bangladeshis leave the
country officially to work elsewhere. Add to this the more
than 1 million Bangladeshis living permanently outside
the country and the extent of emigration becomes
apparent. Most of these migrants send part of their
earnings home on a regular or irregular basis. Together
this amounted to more than USD 2 billion annually between 2000 and 2002 and
even 3 billion in 2003.
This report attempts to answer the following three research questions: What is the
impact of remittances on households and the broader community in Bangladesh?;
What are the initiatives taken by the Government or other actors to enhance the
impact of remittances?; What are the major hindrances, opportunities and possible
avenues for the enhancement of the impact of remittances on society as a whole?
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MRS N°19 - Internal Migration and Development:
A Global Perspective (2005)
80 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The report argues that internal migration can play an
important role in poverty reduction and economic
development; internal migration should therefore not be
controlled or actively discouraged. Policy should instead
concern itself with ways of maximizing the potential
benefits of migration to the individual concerned and
society at large. While there have been few formal
efforts to estimate the economic contribution of migrant labour, it is evident that
many developing countries would probably not have had the roads, buildings,
manufacturing and trade centres that they have today had it not been for migration.
By not acknowledging the vast role played by migrant labour in driving agricultural
and industrial growth, governments escape the responsibility of providing basic
services to millions of poor people who are currently bearing the costs of moving
labour to locations where it is needed most.
MRS N°20 - The Millennium Development Goals
and Migration (2005)
44 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This paper discusses the linkages between migration and
the Millennium Development Goals, with specific focus
on poverty alleviation, gender, health, environmental
sustainability and global partnerships. There is a
noticeable gap in research and analysis on how migration
is linked to attaining the Millenium Development Goals.
However as the available evidence shows, there is clearly
no simple cause and effect relationship between migration and the achievement of
the MDGs. The report argues that while the impact of migration on development
can be both positive and negative, if properly engaged, migrants can be a supporting
factor towards the achievement of MDG targets. In those areas where migration can
be identified as a challenge to achieving the MDGs, the international community
needs to develop migration management strategies in order to address the
negative effect of migration on attaining the goals. Simultaneously, governments,
development agencies and international organizations should develop strategies to
enhance the positive impact of migration on the achievement of the MDGs. Above
all, the complex relationship between migration and the MDGs must be explored
further. Further research is needed to develop meaningful indicators in order to
assist governments to develop appropriate policy mechanisms to take advantage of
the positive potential of migration on achieving the MDGs.
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MRS N°21 - Migration and Development:
New Strategic Outlooks and Practical Ways Forward The Cases of Angola and Zambia (2005)
100 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This study is a follow-up activity to the MIDSA Workshop
on Migration and Development in Southern Africa, held
in Zanzibar, Tanzania, in 2004. It assesses and analyses
the migration and development situation of Angola and
Zambia, with a special focus on skills migration and a
review of government policies and capacity related to skills migration and initiatives
of various stakeholders, including donors and civil society organizations.
There is much greater awareness today that development affects migration, and that
migration influences development. The challenge is to find innovative and effective
ways to enhance the benefits of migration while mitigating its adverse development
implications for emigration countries. For this purpose, it is important to distinguish
between different groups of migrants based on their skill levels. Governments of
emigration countries look with considerable concern on the permanent departure
of highly educated and trained nationals. Such skills emigration can translate into
both negative and positive effects: on the one hand brain drain and, on the other,
positive consequences such as the development of emigration countries aided by
circular or permanent return of their skilled expatriates.

MRS N°22 - Migration and Development:
Opportunities and Challenges for Policymakers (2006)
54 pages/English
Available for pdf download
This paper is intended to guide policymakers through
challenges posed by migration and development. It
is intended to be an accessible guide to the policy
implications drawn from the burgeoning literature on
migration and development. Its primary aim is to further
the important and timely process of mapping out the
policy options in this area, especially across the spectrum
of channels that form the migration-development nexus.

16

MRS N°23 - Migration, Human Smuggling and
Trafficking from Nigeria to Europe (2006)
72 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Migration from Nigeria to Europe has attracted
considerable attention from governments and the media.
This is partly because some elements of this migration
flow are related to trafficking in persons and other criminal
activities, and also because Nigerians have become
prominent among sub-Saharan African asylum-seekers
in Europe. There are several hundreds of thousands of
Nigerians throughout Europe, half of whom live in the United Kingdom. Italy is host
to the second-largest group of Nigerians and is the most important destination for
trafficking in persons from Nigeria. Although existing research and documentation
on Nigerians in Europe concentrates on prostitution, trafficking and other criminal
activities, the great majority of Nigerian immigrants living in Europe without any
involvement in such activities are ignored.
MRS N°24 - Domestic Migrant Remittances in China:
Distribution, Channels and Livelihoods (2006)
40 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Remittances are an integral feature of the internal
migration process in China. According to a report
released by the Consultative Group to Assist the Poor,
in 2005 China’s rural migrants sent nearly USD 30 billion
back home to their families. The significance of domestic
remittances becomes even more evident when the large
numbers of people receiving remittances are taken into
account. Owing to the shorter travel distances, the lower cost of labour market
entry and the larger volume of domestic migrants relative to international migrants,
domestic remittances are likely to benefit more poor people than international
money transfers. Clearly, in the case of China, remittances have greatly improved the
incomes of rural populations. In order to understand the contributions remittances
can make to development and the ways in which potential benefits may be
enhanced, there are several questions that need to be answered. For instance, how
are such funds distributed within and across regions? What channels are used to
send money to the rural areas? Who are the people in the rural community receiving
the money? Why do some migrants fail to remit? How are remittances spent? And,
what are the policy implications of how the money is distributed, remitted and
used? This report draws on a rich body of English and Chinese literature to find
answers to these questions.
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MRS N°25 - Remittances in the
Great Lakes Region (2006)
94 pages/English
Available for pdf download
In the last several years, migrant remittances have received
an increasing amount of attention from policymakers.
While in the beginning the focus was on the volume
and methods of remitting, gradually attention has been
shifting towards using remittances as a development
tool for the communities and countries of origin.
However, while certain regions are very well researched and are characterized by
an institutional structure that harnesses remittance-oriented policies (e.g. Mexico,
the Philippines, Senegal and Morocco), others are not. The Great Lakes region (in
particular the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Burundi and Rwanda) belong to
the latter group. Furthermore a number of factors, such as an underdeveloped
financial and governmental infrastructure, the unstable political environment, the
lack of available research and reliable data, hinder the implementation of policies
aimed at remittances.

MRS N°26 - Engaging Diasporas as Development
Partners for Home and Destination Countries:
Challenges for Policymakers (2006)
85 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This publication explores different challenges posed to
home and host country governments engaging with their
diasporas for development purposes. How to define
diasporas? How to gather data on diasporas? How to
incorporate diaspora contributions into development
strategies? How to identify most relevant partners within the diasporas? What
incentives are conducive to diaspora contributions? What resources are available
within diasporas and how can their impact on development be maximized? What
is the role for policy? These are some of the questions raised in this publication.
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MRS N°27 - Migration and Poverty
Alleviation in China (2007)
44 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
China has achieved remarkable progress in poverty
alleviation since the start of the reforms. Calculated
according to the official poverty line, rural poverty has
dropped dramatically from 30.7 per cent in 1978 to 2.6
per cent in 2005. Rural–urban labour migration on an
unprecedented scale played a vital role in rural income
growth, poverty reduction and economic development
in sending places, as numerous rural labourers responded to the rising income
inequality by migrating to the cities. Empirical evidence shows that while the vast
rural to urban migration does not signifi cantly increase urban income poverty,
labour market discrimination and social exclusion expose rural migrants to many
risks and vulnerabilities in the cities, where the poor are becoming increasingly
marginalized. Capacity-building for the poor, the adoption of an integrated labour
market system that also takes account of migrants, and the creation a of rural social
security system are the three important poverty alleviation options promoted by the
government. Although migration in China has unique institutional characteristics
owing to the existence of the hukou system (Household Registration System), the
experience of China has important lessons for our understanding of the impact of
migration on development and poverty reduction.
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MRS N°28 - A Study of Migrant-Sending Households in
Serbia Receiving Remittances from Switzerland (2007)
92 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Long-standing transnational relationships between
Serbian households and their migrant relatives living in
Switzerland have facilitated a large and ongoing flow of
remittances and other forms of material support over
the last several decades. Recognizing the important
impact that these remittance flows can have on poverty
alleviation and economic development in Serbia at the
household, regional and national level, the Swiss Secretariat for Economic Affairs
of the Government of Switzerland (SECO) commissioned an investigation of this
migration and remittances corridor. This work was carried out by IOM and two other
institutional partners – the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) and the Swiss Forum for Migration (SFM). IOM’s contribution focused
on measuring the flows, transfer patterns, use and impact of remittances from
Switzerland on migrant-sending households in Serbia. 343 household surveys were
conducted in two rural, migrant-sending regions of Serbia with links to Switzerland,
complemented by focus groups, key informant interviews and secondary literature.
The results of IOM’s research investigation is the focus of this report. Concrete
recommendations on how to improve remittance services to migrants and promote
their economic development impact in Serbia are also included.
MRS N°29 - Trafficking in Human Beings
and the 2006 World Cup in Germany (2007)
54 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The trafficking of women for the purpose of sexual
exploitation received considerable attention prior to the
2006 World Cup in Germany. It was widely suggested
that this sporting event would contribute to an increase
in prostitution and a sharp increase in the number of
women trafficked to Germany for sexual exploitation.
This report investigates whether there is any evidence to
suggest an increase in the number of women trafficked to Germany for the purpose
of sexual exploitation during the 2006 World Cup. It further examines the measures
taken by the authorities and non-governmental organizations to counter trafficking
in Germany during the event. Recommendations are provided to help combat the
trafficking in persons during similar major events and to provide a tool for future
event organizers, policymakers and relevant authorities and NGOs.
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MRS N°30 - Migration, Development and
Natural Disasters: Insights from the
Indian Ocean Tsunami (2007)
94 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
When natural disasters strike populated areas, the toll in
human lives, infrastructure and economic activities can be
devastating and long-lasting. The psychological effects can
be just as debilitating, instilling fear and discouragement
in the affected populations. But, adversity also brings
forth the strongest and best in human beings, and reveals
initiatives, capacities and courage not perceived before. How is development
undermined by natural disasters, what is the effect on migrants and migratory flows
and what is the role of migration in mitigating some of the worst effects of natural
calamities?
This paper explores how the advent of a natural disaster interplays with the
migration-development nexus by reviewing the impact of the Indian Ocean
Tsunami on migration issues in three affected countries; Indonesia, Sri Lanka, and
Thailand. This paper focuses on three particular aspects of how natural disasters
interplay with the migration/ development dynamic: (a) Impact of natural disasters
on migrant communities, in particular heightened vulnerabilities and lack of
access to humanitarian/development assistance; (b) Effect of natural disasters on
migratory flows into and out of affected areas due to socioeconomic changes which
undermine pre-disaster development levels, (c) Diaspora response and support in
the aftermath of disaster and the degree to which this can offset losses and bolster
“re-development”.
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MRS N°31 - Migration and Climate Change (2008)
64 pages/Available in hard copy and for pdf download
Migrations et changements climatiques
64 pages/Existe en version papier,
et peut être téléchargé en PDF
Migración y cambio climático
64 páginas/Disponible en versión papel y
puede ser descargado en formato pdf
This report focuses on the possible future scenarios for
climate change, natural disasters and migration and
development, looking to increase awareness and find
answers to the challenges that lie ahead.
The report states that even though it is defined as a
growing crisis, the consequences of climate change for
human population are unclear and unpredictable. In
1990, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) noted that the greatest single impact of climate
change could be on human migration -with millions of
persons displaced by shoreline erosion, coastal flooding
and agricultural disruption. Since then various analysts
have tried to put numbers on these flows of climate
migrants, the most widely repeated prediction being 200
million by 2050.
The study points out that the scientific basis for climate
change is increasingly well established, and confirms
that current predictions as to the “carrying capacity” in
large parts of the world will be compromised by climate
change.
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MRS N°32 - Irregular Migration from West Africa
to the Maghreb and the European Union:
An Overview of Recent Trends (2008)
68 pages/Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Migration irrégulière d’Afrique Occidentale en
Afrique du Nord et en Union européenne:
Une vue d’ensemble des tendances générales
68 pages/Existe en version papier,
et peut être téléchargé en PDF
La migración irregular del África Occidental
hacia el Magreb y la Unión Europea:
Panorama general de las tendencias recientes
68 páginas/Disponible en versión papel y
puede ser descargado en formato pdf
The media and prevailing policy discourses convey an
increasingly apocalyptic image of the massive outflows of
desperate Africans fleeing poverty and war at home. The
migrants themselves are commonly depicted as victims
recruited by “merciless” and “unscrupulous” traffickers
and smugglers. However, and notwithstanding the
very real increase in regular and irregular West African
migration towards Europe over the past decade, available
empirical evidence dispels most of these assumptions.
This study tries to achieve a more empirically and
quantitatively founded understanding of the nature, scale
and recent evolution of irregular West African migration
to the Maghreb and Europe. Furthermore, this study
evaluates how policies to manage trans-Saharan and
trans-Mediterranean migration have affected current
migration patterns.
This research would not have been possible without
the funding received from the European Union, and this
support from the European Union for the Programme for
the Enhancement and Support of Dialogue and Management of Western African
Irregular and Transit Migration in the Maghreb is being gratefully acknowledged.
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MRS N°33 - Climate Change and Migration: Improving
Methodologies to Estimate Flows (2008)
72 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Despite the growing awareness of the nexus between
climate change and migration, the subject has not
yet been explored empirically in a way that generates
conclusive results. Climate change might increase
migration as people need to search for a living elsewhere,
but migration might as well decrease as fewer people can
afford to move. Recent empirical studies have found that
climate variability and migration are characterized by a non-linear relationship,
identifying many other factors influencing the linkage between climate change and
migration. Climate change represents only one of the factors influencing migration
decisions, while changing migratory behaviour might be just one strategy among
a variety of options available to respond to climatically induced stress and shocks.
This study explores the climate change impacts on migratory processes:
(a) by outlining the key elements of natural and human-induced climate change
of potential relevance to migration; (b) by discussing the current state of debate
about the relationship between climate change and migration; and finally
(c) by describing possible approaches and methodologies with which to further our
understanding of climate change-related migration, such as the New Economics of
Labour Migration (NELM), Sustainable Livelihoods Approach (SLA), and the Agentbased Modelling (ABM).
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MRS N°34 - Migration and Development:
Achieving Policy Coherence (2008)
112 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Policy coherence between migration and development agendas
is of increasing interest in current times; there is growing
recognition that migration policies should support rather than
hinder investment in international development. The United
Nations High-level Dialogue of September 2006 and the Global
Forum on Migration and Development of July 2007 both raised
the attention given to this issue.
Now that the interface between migration and development has been recognized, the
challenge is to turn this interest into working-level policies and programmes. The aim of
this study is to build on existing international research and take the analysis to the next
higher level showing how these connections can be made in practice. Policymakers often
focus on remittances as the main means of translating the migration-development nexus
into reality. However, this paper shows that there are many stages in the migration cycle,
from departure to return and reintegration back home, that present opportunities to make
migration more “development friendly” and, conversely, to raise development awareness of
migration factors.
MRS N°35 - Migration, Development
and Environment (2008)
68 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Environment and international migration and their relationship
with development are among the most pressing issues on the
contemporary global agenda. They have been the focus of
major international attention recently with the release of the
Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC
2007) and the holding of the first Global Forum on Migration
and Development in Belgium in July 2007. Despite the enhanced
profile of environment and migration and their relationship with
development, little of this increased attention has been concerned with the complex and
multidirectional relationships between them. In both research and policy, environment and
international migration’s linkages with economic development have evolved separately. Yet
it is apparent that their interrelationships are of considerable significance for understanding
social, economic and environmental change and for developing effective interventions to
reduce poverty and sustain move toward sustainability.
This paper explores the conptual framework of the interrelationships between migration,
environment and development through an analysis of the current literature. It offers an
in depth analysis of the various permutations of this relationship: (a) environment as a
cause of migration, in particular environmental disasters and environmental degradation;
(b) climate change and migration; (c) displacement by large projects; (d) impacts of migration
on destination environments. The implications these have for policy are considered.
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MRS °36 - Trafficking of men – a trend less considered :
The case of Belarus and Ukraine (2008)
128 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
To date, trafficking in males has not been given enough
consideration in research despite noteworthy signals that
it is a violation faced by many males, adults and minors.
Often severely exploited male migrants are overlooked
as victims of trafficking. The noteworthy number of men
exposed to trafficking necessitates assistance tailored to
their specific needs and interests. Tailoring of services is
required to the specific profile of male victim, not least according to their trafficking
experience, whether they are a minor or adult and the family and social conditions
to which they will return.
Through the lens of trafficking in males (primarily adult men) from Belarus and
Ukraine, this study considers male victim’s pre-trafficking life (namely their
personal, family and socioeconomic background), trafficking experience (from
recruitment, through transportation and during exploitation) and post trafficking
experience (including assistance and protection needs). We examine, on the one
hand, what is known about this less considered profile of trafficked persons and,
on the other hand, what can be done to meet their needs, both as a means of
assistance and protection. The study draws on primary data collected about 685
trafficked males assisted by IOM and its partners, through IOM’s Counter-Trafficking
Module Database in Geneva as well as qualitative information from case files and
interviews of assisted men.
The specific experiences of trafficked males of Belarusian and Ukrainian nationality
highlight some general patterns in terms of how trafficking takes place from these
countries and, equally, some of the needs and interests of this specific target group.
Attention to the gender dimensions of trafficking must be increasingly considered
in research and anti-trafficking interventions.
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MRS N°37 - The Impact of the Global Financial Crises on
International Migration: Lessons Learned (2009)
48 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The current global economic crisis is impacting migration
patterns and processes around the world. A reduction
in migration flows globally has been reported, and in
particular declines in irregular migration flows have been
observed in some regions. The World Bank has reported
a slowdown in the rate of increase of remittances on a
global level, although with important regional variations.
There are regular reports from around the world of migrant workers being laid
off, and while some migrant workers are apparently returning home, others are
choosing to stay. How to respond to these migration impacts poses a number of
challenges for policymakers in both countries of origin and destination.
Against this background, this report considers the lessons for migration policy to be
learned from the five major financial crises of the 20th Century, namely the Great
Depression of the 1930s, the Oil Crisis of 1973, the Asian financial crisis of 1997–99,
the financial crisis in Russia at the end of 1998, and the Latin American financial
crisis of 1998–2002. As the impact of previous financial crises on migrants and
migration has been uneven and unequal across countries and regions, depending
on a range of factors, this report draws out the wider lessons for policy that can be
learned from previous responses to economic crises.
The report is divided into four main sections: (1) an overview of the five crises
considered, analysing the extent to which the migration experiences and policies
of earlier financial crises are directly applicable to the current context; (2) an
assessment of the impact of earlier crises on migration patterns and processes for
migrant workers and their families, and for origin and destination economies and
societies; (3) the development of a typology for categorizing the policy responses
that affected migrants and migration in the context of earlier crises; (4) lessons
learned for migration policy in response to the global economic crisis.
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MRS N°38 - An Assessment of Principal Regional
Consultative Processes on Migration (2010)
92 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
Migration is an important, yet sensitive topic on the
international agenda. Multilateral cooperation on
migration issues has not always been self-evident or
straightforward. Over the years, however, States have
developed different mechanisms for interacting with
each other on this subject. Specifically created with a view
to addressing migration issues, Regional Consultative
Processes on Migration are one such mechanism. While
differing widely in size, composition and structure, all processes bring together
States for informal and non-binding dialogue and information exchange on
migration at the regional level.
Most Regional Consultative Processes on Migration have been in existence for at
least five years, and some significantly longer, making this an opportune moment
to reflect on their achievements and challenges. The present study considers
fourteen of the principal Regional Consultative Processes on Migration, spanning
most regions of the globe. Based primarily on interviews with government officials
and other actors involved in these processes, the study asks what impacts Regional
Consultative Processes on Migration have had on migration governance and on
fostering greater confidence in inter-State cooperation on migration.
This report sets out with a broad definition of migration governance. It identifies
three distinct phases of the governance processes and analyses the contributions
Regional Consultative Processes on Migration have made to each of these. The
study then proceeds to draw general lessons and recommendations from the
experiences of different processes in terms of their working style and focus. It
concludes by exploring where Regional Consultative Processes on Migration fit in
the global picture of dialogue and cooperation on migration, with a look ahead to
their future possible trajectories.
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MRS N°39 - Angola: A Study of the Impact of Remittances
from Portugal and South Africa (2010)
161 pages/ English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This study sheds some light into the kinds of relationships that
Angolans living in Portugal and South Africa keep with their
country of origin, focusing on the financial remittances that
they send back to Angola, as well as on aspects such as the level
of organization and the transnational engagement of these
communities in the development of their country of origin.
While the involvement of Angolans in collective development
initiatives and investment projects could be considered an objective of the migration and
development agenda in the long run, remittances are the most direct link between Angolans
and their families and country of origin at present.
This study shows that there are many opportunities to further involve Angolans abroad
in development cooperation. Facilitating remittance transfers through the adoption of
appropriate policies and regulations, to foster competition among service providers in
bilateral corridors as well as internally, is one example. Most importantly, reaching out to
Angolans in Portugal and South Africa and building trust among these groups seems to be a
precondition for enhancing the role of Angolan diasporas in development.

MRS N°40 - Migrant Resource Centres:
An Initial Assessment (2010)
71 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This study aims to help bridge the gap by providing an
overview of good practices employed by MRCs to help
migrants move to their destinations in a legal, voluntary,
orderly and protected manner. This assessment covers the
work of 17 MRCs in Albania, Australia, Colombia, Croatia,
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Lebanon, Mali, the
Philippines, Portugal, Slovakia, Sri Lanka and Tajikistan. It
focuses on the role of MRCs in empowering migrants for
development and self-protection. The assessment also covers MRCs’ strategies for
ensuring their smooth operation and long-term sustainability.
The study shows that MRCs are increasingly working to build the capacities of migrants
to contribute to country-of-origin development. Efforts by MRCs to facilitate low-cost
remittance transfers, offer investment advice and assist migrants in their search for
appropriate jobs support this goal. In addition, MRCs are also actively helping migrants
to protect themselves, by providing information on migrant rights, the risks and
consequences of migration and related laws and procedures, as well as legal counselling,
dispute resolution assistance and referrals to health and other social services.
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MRS N°41 - The Role of Migrant Care Workers in Ageing
Societies: Report on Research Findings in the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Canada and the United States (2010)
79 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The ageing of the population presents serious challenges
to developed Western nations, particularly those
managing the retirement and care of a growing number
of older persons. The ageing population will generate
an increasing demand for caregivers, a demand made
challenging because of the declining availability of
nativeborn caregivers compounded by various factors including declining family
care of older people, increasing life expectancy of infirm elderly and the increasing
demand for social caregivers, often in home settings. Health-care institutions and
long-term care facilities have been turning to the foreign born to address shortages
of workers, reflecting a parallel trend in the migration of health-care workers
worldwide. Indeed, migrants already play a significant role in the care of older
persons.
This report presents the comparative results of a research project on the role of
migrants in the workforce of caregivers for the elderly in the United Kingdom,
Ireland, Canada and the United States. The purpose of the study is to examine
(1) the contextual factors influencing current and future demand for care workers
in an ageing society, particularly migrant care workers; (2) the experiences of
migrant workers, of their employers, and of older people in institutional care
(residential and nursing care homes) and in home-based care; (3) the implications
of the employment of migrant workers in the care of older people for the working
conditions of the migrants concerned and for the quality of care; and (4) the
implications of these findings for the future care of older people and for migration
policy and practice.
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MRS N°42 - Climate change, migration and critical
international security considerations (2011)
50 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This report reviews the available scholarly reporting on
climate change, migration and security and describes
the legal and policy challenges facing the international
community. While there is indeed considerable evidence
that climate does influence migration, future estimates
are hampered by a lack of reliable data. Climate-related
migration is closely connected to the social, economic,
cultural and institutional processes that shape the vulnerability and adaptive
capacity of exposed populations. Conflict may potentially emerge in situations
of resource scarcity and resource abundance, but in most cases there will be
opportunities for intervention before violence occurs. Most climate change-driven
migration is likely to occur with countries and regions, although there will be
increased international movements along established migrant networks. To avoid
large-scale distress migrations, the report outlines priority actions for policymakers
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, enhance adaptive capacity in vulnerable
regions, and provide assistance to those displaced.

MRS N°43 - Gallup World Poll:
The Many Faces of Global Migration (2011)
76 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The Many Faces of Global Migration report is an
introduction to what Gallup has unearthed by asking
migrants and potential migrants worldwide about their
lives. The data presented in this report are based on
Gallup’s ongoing World Poll surveys in more than 150
countries, territories and regions and more than 750,000
interviews since 2005. As such, these findings provide an
unprecedented look at the different push-and-pull factors that influence migration,
the experiences of those who desire to migrate to other countries permanently or
temporarily for work, those who are planning to go, those who are preparing to go,
those who have already left, and those who have returned home – and what this
means for governments, intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
and other stakeholders.
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MRS N°44 - Ending the 2006 Internal
Displacement Crisis in Timor-Leste: Between
Humanitarian Aid and Transitional Justice (2012)
76 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-641-5
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
The 2006 crisis in Timor-Leste saw close to 15 per cent of
the population displaced from their homes, threatening
to sink the country into protracted instability and violence.
Remarkably, less than five years later, the country looks to
be back on track, with the internal displacement file from
2006 largely resolved. This study examines the National Recovery Strategy adopted
by the Government of Timor-Leste to address the crisis, including the move towards
a cash grant programme, and analyses the strengths and weaknesses of national
and local measures taken to provide solutions to the displaced. In doing so, the
author connects the case of Timor-Leste to the wider debate on displacement,
durable solutions and transitional justice, and offers important conclusions for
practitioners from each of these perspectives.
The reflection on the experience of displacement in Timor-Leste suggests
rethinking approaches for dealing with displacement in urban settings, a growing
global phenomenon. The Timorese case further illustrates how return can prove
successful if a government provides the necessary will, resources and effort –
proffering a cautionary tale against recent criticism suggesting that the preference
for return curtails the development of other, perhaps more sustainable, solutions.
Contributing to discussions regarding the potential and pitfalls of cash grants, the
author argues that cash grants in Timor-Leste were not only pragmatically desirable
but also preferred by the displaced themselves, thus playing a central role in more
immediate reconstruction efforts. Finally, the Timorese experience addresses
the topic of transitional justice and displacement, encouraging consideration
of the distinction between two modes of delivering benefits to victims of forced
displacement: reparations as a remedy for past injustice and part of a transitional
justice process versus benefits that are part of humanitarian assistance efforts
and intended to form the basis of access to human, social and economic rights. By
touching upon these key issues that dominate the contemporary debate on durable
solutions, the analytical framework of this study reaches far beyond the Timorese
national context.
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MRS N°45 - Regional Inter-State Consultation
Mechanisms on Migration: Approaches, Recent
Activities and Implications for Global
Governance of Migration (2013)
140 pages/Available for pdf download
ISBN 978-92-9068-641-5
Mecanismos consultivos interestatales regionales
sobre migración - Enfoques, actividades recientes,
e incidencia sobre la gobernanza mundial
de las migraciones
144 páginas/Disponible en formato pdf
ISBN 978-92-9068-676-7
Effective migration policy requires cooperation among states,
and the agenda for cooperation has become increasingly
complex and multifaceted. These factors and others motivate
states to create and participate in inter-state consultation
mechanisms of various kinds. These mechanisms may be
topic-specific, or they may be established based on the
geographic proximity of the participants, or by similarities
in level of economic development, or on a combination of
these and other factors. They may be specific to recognizable
regions, or span regions and continents. Many operate as
purely independent stand-alone mechanisms, while others
may be specific migration-related pillars within broader
consultation and cooperation mechanisms. Different levels
of formality are apparent among them as well. The term regional consultative process
on migration (RCP) has been in common use to describe many of these mechanisms
since their inception. The number and kinds of consultative mechanisms have grown
remarkably over the past several years. With this proliferation has come greater
diversity in the nature of these mechanisms, and a good case can be made for more
specific categorization and differentiation among them. This study reviews 25 interstate consultative mechanisms on migration: 18 RCPs and seven others, here termed
interregional forums on migration (IRF) that appear to depart from the classic RCP
model in some meaningful way. Each case review includes background on the origin
and development of the mechanism, a brief discussion of the evolution of the agenda,
identification of any linkages with multilateral agreements, and a note on the placement
of the mechanism within the taxonomy of mechanisms suggested by the author.
The study concludes with implications for harmonized governance of migration. The
increasingly close linkage of some RCPs with regional economic/trade bodies is seen as
especially significant, providing an opportunity for movement toward formal regional
migration agreements. At the same time, RCPs and similar processes and forums cannot
be fairly judged by their instrumental value in promoting global migration governance,
as this is not part of their explicit mission and there is no apparent international
consensus that such a global agreement is needed. The study concludes that the de
facto policy coherence that is developing among countries that belong to established
RCPs and IRFs is the main achievement of these mechanisms, and this is the primary
driver of increased global coherence in migration governance.

33

MRS N°46 - Migration and development
within the South: New evidence from
African, Caribbean and Pacific countries
(ACP Observatory on Migration) (2013)
112 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
South–South migration is a traditional livelihood strategy
for millions of people in the global South. Despite its
importance, mobility between developing countries
has only recently been targeted by researchers and
policymakers.
Drawing from research commissioned by the African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP)
Observatory on Migration, this issue of the Migration Research Series provides
innovative insight on the realities of South–South mobility and explores how these
movements may challenge our traditional conception of the migration paradigm.
Concepts such as return migration, the role of diaspora for national development
and cross-border mobility have a specific meaning in the South–South context.
This publication draws attention to the often unexplored potential for development
of migrants within the South and provides key recommendations to strengthen the
relevance of migration research. These outputs come at a very significant moment
for the international community in light of the United Nations High-level Dialogue
on International Migration and Development, where the necessary integration of
migration in the post-2015 development debate was discussed.
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MRS N°47 - Displaced Youth’s Role in Sustainable
Return: Lessons from South Sudan (2013)
80 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
More than 2 million Southerners have returned to South
Sudan since 2005, following the end of the North–South
civil war. Building on research conducted in South Sudan,
as well as Egypt and northern Uganda, Ensor examines
the process of reintegration of refugees and internally
displaced persons returning to South Sudan since the
signing of the 2005 Peace Agreement. The study focuses
on the role played by displaced youth as they find themselves differentially situated
vis-à-vis the various determinants of sustainable return and reintegration. The
research finds that intergenerational tensions are a result of many displaced
youths’ aspirations to a “modern” – often meaning urban – way of life perceived as
incompatible with traditional livelihoods and social relations. In turn, these dynamics
are impacting the way in which access to material assets, education, employment
opportunities, political participation and other key resources is negotiated among
displaced groups and those who stayed behind. The study also finds evidence of
significant gender differences.
As the pressures of responding to the complex needs of the vast numbers of returning
individuals continue to mount, reintegration remains a loosely defined concept
among government officials and external assistance agencies and, furthermore,
understandings of what constitutes “sustainable return” differ markedly among the
various stakeholders. Intergenerational differences regarding reintegration needs
and aspirations, and even the very desirability of return, are rarely considered. This
report shares primary research findings that may support return and reintegration
programming so as to better respond to the age- and gender-differentiated needs
and aspirations of diverse migrant groups in South Sudan.
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MRS N°48 - Mobility of Health Professionals to, from
and within the European Union (2014)
92 pages/English
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
This publication is a shortened version of the summary
report “Mobility of Health Professionals: Health systems,
work conditions, patterns of health workers’ mobility and
implication for policy makers”, which was published in
March 2012, in Bonn, Germany, by a consortium led by Dr.
Caren Weilandt at the Wissenschaftliches Institut der Ärzte
Deutschlands (WIAD, Scientific Institute of the Medical
Association of German Doctors). The summary report was written by Frits Tjadens
from Health and Social Care Associates, Caren Weilandt and Josef Eckert from WIAD,
and the following organizations from the Mobility of Health Professionals (MoHProf)
consortium:
• Centre of Migration Research of the University of Warsaw, Poland
• Institute of Health Policy and Development Studies of the University of the
Philippines
• International Organization for Migration (IOM), Migration Health Division,
Regional Office, Brussels
• International Hospital Federation, Geneva, Switzerland
• Medical University of Varna, Bulgaria
• Public Health Institute, California, United States of America
The publication provides an overview of the outcomes of the MoHProf project that
aimed to gather more insights into the processes and effects of mobility of health
professionals to, from and within the European Union (EU) and which was carried
out under the 7th Framework Programme for Research and Development of the EU.
According to the World Health Organization (WHO), the world was lacking at least
4.2 million health workers in 2006. The European Union (EU) expects a shortage of
a million health workers by 2020 and, in addition, health workers are not spread
evenly across the region, and spending on health may vary widely. This implies major
imbalances, resulting in an environment highly conducive to migration of health
workers. Thus, the EU plays a role in the global process of migration of health workers.
The enlargement process increased this tendency. Ten countries joined the EU in
2004 (Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland,
Slovakia and Slovenia (EU10). Bulgaria and Romania joined the EU in 2007 (EU2).
Shortages of health workers have widespread effects, as they may deplete regions
and countries of much needed resources. As education and training of health workers
are costly and time-consuming, and as major parts of health workers’ education
and training may be financed by their countries of qualification, migration of health
workers, although a personal freedom, can also represent a loss of investment for the
sending country. These factors shaped the relevance of the MoHProf project.
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MRS N°49 - The South–South remittance corridor
between Argentina and Bolivia (2014)
92 pages/Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
El corredor de remesas Sur-Sur Argentina-Bolivia
96 páginas/Disponible en versión papel
y puede ser descargado en formato pdf
South–South remittance corridors still remain a largely
unexplored research area, despite the fact that for a few
years already, international organizations, such as the
International Organization for Migration and the World
Bank, have been highlighting the importance of South–
South migration and remittance flows. In South America,
the Argentina–Bolivia corridor is the third most relevant
South–South corridor in terms of annual volumes, after
Venezuela–Colombia and Argentina–Paraguay.
This publication provides a diagnostic report on the
access to and use of remittance services by Bolivian
migrants in Argentina, showing the main obstacles
and challenges faced to achieve a productive use of
remittances. The study examines the legal and regulatory
frameworks of remittance-related transactions, together
with the sending process from Argentina to Bolivia, with its chain of intermediation
and different money transfer schemes.
Field research was carried out through a survey and qualitative interviews with
Bolivian immigrants living in Greater Buenos Aires and Greater La Plata, divided into
two sub-samples of clients and nonclients of microfinance institutions. Research
outcomes highlight a series of ways for policymakers and international organizations
to facilitate the flow of South–South remittances, from a standpoint of progressive
financial inclusion of migrants and their families.
This study provides key recommendations for public policies and actions aimed
at maximizing the positive impact of remittances in terms of local development,
focusing on two intervention pillars: financial education and transparency of the
remittance services market.
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MRS N°50 - A New Global Partnership for Development:
Factoring in the Contribution of Migration (2014)
80 pages/English
ISBN 978-92-9068-693-4
Available in hardcopy and for pdf download
International migration is frequently discussed in
association with development. There are some 232 million
international migrants in the world (UN DESA, 2013), and
when internal mobility is included this number jumps
to one in seven people on the planet. These numbers
emphasize the increasing significance of migration. Yet
the topic remains a complex phenomenon. Great variations in the conditions faced
by migrants are mirrored in its developmental impacts. Furthermore, migration can
also be seen as a product of development. From the early movements of huntergatherers, to urbanization processes triggered by the industrial revolution, to the
movement of health workers triggered by ageing populations, mobility is a core
part of the human experience.
When we talk about migration and development in policy circles we tend to focus
on how we can enhance the positives and mitigate the negatives. In doing so, there
is often more of a focus on the more tangible channels through which migration
can impact development: remittances, diaspora engagement and the highly skilled,
and less so on other less tangible areas such as social remittances, and the reverse
relationship between migration and development, where development impacts
migration.
However, these areas merit further investigation, because they lead us to consider
what the evidence tells us about how migration, like technology or international
trade, transforms realities. Additionally, internal migration has not been given the
recognition it deserves within international frameworks, particularly given that
urbanization processes are inherently linked to both migration and development.
It is clear that migration should be part of the discussions for the post-2015
development agenda. However we should tread with caution. Migration is also a
topic that questions national sovereignty and, as such, an emotive and controversial
topic in parliaments across the world.
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