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Since its establishment in 1998, IOM Vilnius has actively worked in the 
field of assisted voluntary return. At the beginning of 2010, the IOM 
Vilnius assisted voluntary return operations resumed under the Euro-
pean Return Fund multiannual programme for 2008-2013, with a re-
integration component introduced to them. Over the two years, IOM 
Vilnius has successfully assisted 196 persons (including 42 vulnerable 
cases) to return voluntarily to 28 different countries; 25 of the retur-
nees have also been granted reintegration assistance.¹

IOM Vilnius assisted voluntary return and reintegration programme is 
open to third country (non-EU/EEA) nationals who arrived in Lithuania 
legally, subsequently found themselves in difficult situations and thus 
want to return to their home countries but do not have the means to 
do so.   

IOM Vilnius offers a free and confidential information service for 
migrants who would like to discuss the assisted voluntary return and 
reintegration opportunities available to them. 
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¹Data as of 6th June 2013.
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Persons applying for the programme are assisted in every stage of 
the process: IOM Vilnius staff provides them with consultations, helps 
complete the necessary forms, and proceeds with making all travel
arrangements, including the provision of travel documents if required. 
In especially difficult cases, limited additional assistance is granted 
upon return to the country of origin. Such in-kind reintegration
assistance is always tailored to individual needs and primarily
targeted at income-generating activities.       

IOM Vilnius makes every effort to help those returning under the
programme with their reintegration needs as much as possible.
However, due to limited funds, for the meantime only selected
reintegration plans meeting a set of pre-defined criteria can be 
supported. When deciding whom to grant reintegration assistance, 
IOM Vilnius takes into careful consideration the urgency of the need 
of reintegration assistance in any given case, the viability of individual 
reintegration plans, possibilities to implement them in countries of
origin as well as the motivation of applicants.
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